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actually been taken by sundry addle-pated pun-
dits who are much given to "climbing o'er the
house to unlock the little gate", to refer to Joseph
Taylor, the actor, a member of the Lady Eliza-
beth's company who produced the play. But all
that Cokes really meant, or was intended to
convey^ was that one tailor, although, proverbi-
ally speaking, but the ninth part of a man, could
fight all the puppets with one hand tied behind
him. The actual personal allusions in the scene
come immediately after. First, Cokes asks Leather-
head which of his puppets is his Burbage, and>
on the showman failing to understand the ques-
tion, adds, "Your best actor, your Field?" an
explanation which somewhat mysteriously evokes
the comment from Master Littlewit, a bystander,
"Good, Ffaithl you arc even with me, sit*** As
Nathan Field was certainly a member of the Lady
Elizabeth's company in 1614 when they pro-
duced the play, there is little room for doubt
that, as Professor T* W* Baldwin has surmised
in The Organisation and Personnel of tht Sbakt*
speanan Company^ the point of Littlewifs re-
mark lay in the fact that Field uttered it as
Littlewit's representative* A little later comes
the allusion which all the commentators have
missed. In the course of his identification of the